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Sermon on 2 Tim. 1, 12. 


To be in doubt on an important affair of our own, is generally 
not considered an advantage, but rather a great disadvantage. 

No person of good sense thinks it an advantage to be in doubt 
whether he has invested his money in worthless, fraudulent paper, 
or in valuable property, secure and productive. No one considers 
it an advantage for a young man to be in constant doubt as to the 
calling he is to follow in life—to waver to and fro from one trade or 
profession to the other. It is certainly no small torture of the mind 
for one who is far from home to be in doubt whether he ought to 
turn to the right or to the left in order to reach his destination. 
And is it any advantage to be compelled in a strange land to en- 
trust your safety to a guide of whom you entertain grave doubts 
whether he be a scoundrel, a fool, a robber, or a wise and faithful 
person? What agony of mind does he suffer who hears of the wreck 
of the train on which his family is traveling! What intense misery 
as long as he is in doubt as to the safety of his dear ones! 

The man who is in doubt in these and other important matters 
is certainly an object of pity. 

Is it not strange, then, is it not strange, that there are so many 
who believe that they may safely doubt in a matter of far more con- 
sequence and importance than any that has been mentioned? How 
many there are who are satisfied to remain in doubt about their 
eternal safety and welfare, to be doubters in religion! Indeed, 
there are not a few who consider a lack of a certain religious con- 
viction not a disadvantage at all, but rather a mark of superior in- 
tellectual powers. To their way of thinking anyone who expresses 
certainty of religious conviction is a narrow bigot, a fanatic, whereas 
the religious doubter who wavers to and fro, without faith or convic- 
tion, is a man of parts, a man who stands head and shoulders above 
the simple believer. 


178 SERMON ON 2 TIM. 1, 12. 


My friends, such a position is not only wicked and unreason- 
able, it is positively foolish. The truth is, no doubter or waverer 
is at so great a disadvantage as he who is in doubt as to the right 
way to heaven. Such doubt may, at any time, hurl its poor victim 
into the deepest depths and darkest dungeon of distress, agony, and 
even despair. No conviction, on the other hand, is so priceless and 
precious as a firm, true, joyous conviction of faith. 

More than this, the Bible everywhere condemns doubt, but com- 
mends faith. The men whom the Bible presents to us to be admired 
and followed were not doubters, but heroes of faith. Here in our 
text we hear one of these men of faith strike a note of such jubilant 
and triumphant faith and conviction that it seems everyone, upon 
hearing it, would cry out: ‘‘Lord, grant us such a faith as this!’’ 

Is that your prayer? Would you have certainty of conviction? 
God alone can grant it, and He can grant it to you through the con- 
sideration of the precious, blessed words of our text. For these 
words are not merely the dead record of the faith of a man now long 
since dead, these words are, to this day, a fire to burn away your 
doubt, they are a living power to give you, instead, the same joyful 
confidence which they express. God grant that you may find life 
in them while we now speak of that which they set forth, 


THE CHRISTIAN’S CERTAIN ASSURANCE AND CONVICTION. 


I. Whereof the Christian is so sure and convinced. 
II. How this blessed conviction is attained. 


i 

In our text St. Paul declares: ‘‘I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto Him against that day.’ In these words the apostle 
expresses his entire confidence in a certain person. Of whom is he 
speaking? Whom had he trusted? He is speaking of no other than 
of Jesus Christ. We need but call to mind the life, experience, con- 
version, and preaching of St. Paul, and we can have no doubt as to 
the person in whom Paul places such confidence. Moreover, if we 
read the words which precede our text, we notice that Paulis speak- 
ing of no other than Jesus. Paul, that is clear to all who know any- 
thing of his life, had entrusted himself, his whole welfare for time 
and eternity, to Jesus Christ. For the sake of this Jesus Paul had 
suffered the loss of all things. He had staked his all upon Jesus of 
Nazareth. He tells the Corinthians: ‘‘If Christ be not risen, then 
is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are 
found false witnesses.’’ And again: ‘‘If Christ be not raised, your 
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are 
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fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.”’ That is a very 
clear statement. Paul had entrusted his all to Jesus Christ, and if 
this Jesus failed him, all would be lost, and Paul, and all who held 
the same faith in Jesus, would be the most miserable and deluded 
persons on earth. But Paul did not doubt the outcome, not for a 
moment; he was sure that Christ is risen, that Christ is not a fraud, 
that Jesus is true, Jesus is all that He claimed to be, not only a 
wise, holy man, but God manifest in the flesh, the Savior of the 
chief of sinners, the Conqueror of death and the grave, the almighty 
Giver of an eternal life and perfect happiness. Paul was sure that 
Jesus could and would fulfill each and every promise. Jesus would 
certainly give His own believers the happiness of an inheritance in- 
corruptible and that fadeth not away. Let doubt who will, Paul did 
not doubt, but firmly believed that he himself and all other believ- 
ers in Christ would celebrate an eternal victory with Jesus, the Cap- 
tain of their salvation. Christ’s blood had washed away Paul’s sin, 
and brought him forgiveness. Christ’s call and Word had made a 
new man of Paul, and for the rest Paul was sure that Jesus would 
make all things work together for good to him. Therefore he was 
willing to suffer anything for Christ’s sake, nor was he ashamed of 
such suffering, for he knew, —he knew whom he had trusted, and 
he was certain that Jesus Christ could keep all that Paul had en- 
trusted to Him against that day of the great decision, which decides 
forever the eternal fate of all mankind. 

O blessed certainty! O joyous confidence! O glorious, world- 
conquering faith! 

My beloved, that is the certainty, the confidence, the faith of 
every Christian. What do Christians believe? They believe that 
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. A Christian believes and confesses: ‘‘I believe that Jesus Christ, 
true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, 
born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost 
and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but 
with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death, that I may be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, 
and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessed- 
ness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all 
eternity. This is most certainly true.’’ 

Accordingly, no Christian tries to cover his sins, he does not 
deny the fact that he is a sinner. The Christian is sure that he is 
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a sinner and has offended God. He confesses his sins to God with 
shame and contrition. He admits that he has deserved God’s pun- 
ishment, here in life, and hereafter in eternity. But the Christian 
does not sink into gloomy despair. The Christian is sure of some- 
thing else, he is sure that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, and that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. 
He is sure that this Jesus is His Savior who can and will carry him 
on through life, its sorrows and its dangers, to that perfect home in 
heaven. The Christian trusts the precious and true statements and 
promises of his God, and is sure that in Christ he is saved and safe 
from all harm for time and eternity. The Christian is sure that the 
Bible messages concerning Jesus of Nazareth are true, that the be- 
liever has peace with God, and that therefore all things must, by 
God’s gracious will, work together to help the Christian reach 
heaven, that glory with God, angels, and the saints of all ages, in 
comparison with which the greatest earthly happiness is a mere 
vanishing shadow. A Christian is sure that his best life is still to 
come, the best days for him are in the future, the sweetest pleas- 
ures and purest joys are yet awaiting him. 

O sweetest of all certainties! O surest confidence! O life- 
giving faith! 

The Christian can say: ‘‘I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto Him against that day.’’ If you have come to possess this cer- 
tainty, you have gained the greatest triumph of your life. If you 
could be sure of becoming richer every day of your life, or of never 
being sick till your death, what would men not give for such a cer- 
tainty? And yet, it would leave their eternal woe or weal in perfect 
uncertainty. But the Christian’s certainty makes sure of God’s 
favor here and of perfect happiness forever hereafter. 

Oh, this faith is that pearl of priceless worth for which a man 
should sell all that he has, and buy it. This is the treasure in com- 
parison with which St. Paul counted all else but dung, and for 
which he was willing to suffer so much. Whoever has this faith 
has heaven, though he have nothing else; whoever is without this 
pearl is, though he is rolling in wealth, honor, and pleasures, a 
miserable, pitiable wretch. 

Who, who would be without it? This is the one thing needful. 
Seek it first, before all else, pray to God for it, fix your longing and 
desire upon it, and let your cry to heaven be: Lord, grant me such 
a faith as this, that I also may be able to say with a heart full of 
certainty and conviction: ‘‘I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto Him against that day.’’ 
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II. 


But, my beloved, our text does not only show us the worth of 
the Christian’s faith, it indicates to us also how this certainty is to 
be attained. And that, to be sure, is a question which you wish to 
see answered: How may I become the happy possessor of such a 
faith? 

Notice that St. Paul declares: ‘I am persuaded that He is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day.”’ 
St. Paul reached this certainty by means of persuasion, —someone 
had persuaded him. Someone had spoken to him and thus con- 
vinced him that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior of Paul and the 
Savior of all sinners. That is the way in which Paul obtained this 
treasure —faith in Christ, confidence in Jesus. 

Who had spoken to Paul and persuaded him? Our text does 
not tell us that, but the Bible reveals it to us in another place. In 
the book of Acts we read that Jesus spoke to Paul while Paul was 
on his way to Damascus, and later on God sent Ananias to him to 
speak God’s Word. And in his letter to the Galatians Paul tells us: 
‘God called me by His grace and revealed His Son in me,” Gal. 1, 
15. 16. From this we learn who persuaded Paul. God persuaded 
him, God gave Paul this faith and conviction through His Word. 
And that is just exactly the way in which every believer has gained 
this precious certainty. He has been persuaded of God. That is 
the very purpose for which God speaks to us,—to persuade us of 
His mercy and forgiveness in Christ. For this purpose God has 
sent His messengers, the apostles, prophets, ministers, and preach- 
ers, out into all the world. He has committed unto them the word 
of reconciliation, that, as ambassadors for Christ, they should be- 
seech men to believe that God is reconciled with them in Christ, 
and that now all men should be reconciled to God. Thus men are 
persuaded and come to possess this precious thing, faith in Christ. 
Thus Paul writes to the Ephesians that he was called to preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ to make all 
men see, etc. Eph. 3, 8.9. And he tells these Ephesians that they 
trusted in Christ after they had heard the Word of truth, the Gos- 
pel of their salvation, Eph. 1, 13. So there can be no doubt, Paul 
preached the Word of God that men might thereby come to the 
same certainty and conviction which he himself had; and men at- 
tained this faith by hearing the Word which Paul preached. ‘Faith 
came by hearing.’’ 

In the story of Dives in hell we are told that this rich man de- 
manded for his brethren, who were still on this side of the grave, 
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something more than the plain Word of God preached by the men 
of God; but God told him that ‘if they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rose from the 
dead.’’ That is to say: Your brethren will either come to have 
faith by hearing the Word of God, or they will die in unbelief and 
doubt. What could be plainer? The hearing of God’s Word is that 
which will give you this precious certainty and conviction. 

Do you want to be rid of your doubt? Hear, and hear again 
and again, God’s Word. Hear it attentively, hear it prayerfully, and 
you will also receive this priceless gift from God. Be sure, the Lord 
is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to a 
knowledge of the truth; He wants all to share the same faith which 
Paul had. It is God’s holy will to give you that faith now, and to 
enable you to say: “I know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that which I have come unto 
Him against that day.’ 

Are you waiting to have God do more for you than speak the 
truth to you to persuade you? He will never doit. But beware, 
lest, after you have heard the truth and refused it, after you have 
not allowed God to persuade you, that dreadful judgment come 
upon you of which Paul speaks in another place, saying: ‘‘Because 
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved, 
God shall send them strong delusions that they should believe a 
lie, that all they might be damned who believed not the truth,’ 
2 Thess. 2, 10—12. Let Dives in hell still look for something else, 
but let us hear, accept, and believe the gracious and true message of 
God’s Word. Let God persuade you of His own mercy in Christ. 
And if your faith is weak as yet, and beset with doubts, do as that 
poor sufferer who prayed: ‘‘Lord, I believe, help Thou mine un- 
belief!’’ Come, sit at the fountain where the water of life pours 
forth, drink of it, and thirst no more forever. 

Tell me, then, what will you be from this day? Will you still 
be a doubter and make God a liar? No, I am persuaded better 
things of you. God’s provision to give us faith, and to sustain it, 
is entirely sufficient. That which made Paul so sure, that which 
gave Peter the true conviction, that which won the perfect confi- 
dence of the centurion of Capernaum, and made of timid, trembling 
Luther the man so sure of his Savior’s grace, that will take hold of 
you with divine persuasive power, and enable you to say with all 
Christians: ‘I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against 
that day!’ God grant it, God grant it! Amen. M.S.S. 
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Sermon on the Gloria in Excelsis. 
Luke 2, 14. 


St. Luke carefully notes at the head of our Christmas Gospel 
the earthly rulers during whose reign the Savior was born. It is 
this event at Bethlehem, so small, so insignificant in the eyes of 
those mighty potentates that they did not heed it in the least, per- 
haps never learned of its occurrence, — it is this event that has 
added the greatest luster to their reign. Even a schoolchild in 
our days knows of the emperor Caesar Augustus and of Cyrenius, 
his governor in Syria. But would these men be thus known if 
Christ had not been born in their day and country, and if by their 
edict, that all the world should be taxed, they had not become the 
unwitting agents to bring the chosen mother of our Lord to the 
appointed birthplace of our Redeemer? Greater men than they 
have long been forgotten; their name, though in itself worthless, 
has been preserved in the sacred books of Christendom, like a fly 
at times appears enclosed in a beautiful piece of amber. 

But the date of the Savior’s birth has been noted not to engross 
upon the pages of Scriptures the names of a few men who bore no 
responsible share in that event, but to mark the immense impor- 
tance of the event itself. The day of the Savior’s birth is the divid- 
ing line of all measured time. All human history prior to it leads 
up, points to this event; all human history after it has been shaped, 
molded, has received its impress from this event. It is the only 
correct way to fix a historical date as either before Christ or after 
Christ. Christ is the central figure in this world of men and His 
birth the red-letter day in their annals. 

It occurred “in the fullness of time,’’ Gal. 4,4. The long past 
of waiting for His coming was closed. Old things passed away in 
the splendor of the glory that streamed down upon Bethlehem’s 
plain. A new era commenced. All things were to be made new. 
The course of sinful mortals was reversed. The Child in Mary’s 
lap had come to turn the tide of human woe. It was an hour full 
of awe, fraught with momentous signification for all time to come, 
when the wail of the puny child who was the mighty God, Is. 9, 6, 
first broke upon the midnight air. 

This event deserves to be celebrated, if but on account of the 
sublimeness of the mystery that accompanies it. It is the celebra- 
tion of this event that has gathered us in the house of God this 
Christmas morning, and I shall, with the gracious assistance of our 
Immanuel, make that the theme of our meditation, viz. : 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR LORD’S NATIVITY. 
We shall consider: 


I. The celebration which has taken place in heaven on account of 
this event ; 


II. The celebration which on its account is taking place on earth. _ 


L 

Our text was first sung in the air. It is an angels’ anthem, 
heaven’s Christmas carol. The blessed spirits who dwell in un- 
disturbed bliss around the throne of God claim a share in the joy 
of mortals. The Savior born in Bethlehem is not their Savior. 
They have not sinned, and need no one to redeem them from sin. 
Mary’s Child was made ‘in the likeness of sinful flesh,’’ Rom. 
8,3; ‘‘He took not on Him the nature of angels, but He took on 
Him the seed of Abraham,’’ Hebr. 2,16. Yet, the heavenly sing- 
ers declare that the glory due God for the birth of His Son is a 
““glory in the highest,’’ ©. e., a glory that must be proclaimed in 
the heaven of heavens. Love, redeeming, serving love, cannot be 
sufficiently extolled even ‘‘with the lips of men and of angels,” 
1 Cor. 18, 1, and this event marshals before the eyes of the world 
a love so unutterably great that even the eloquence of cherubim 
and seraphim can but stammer forth its praises. ‘‘God so loved 
the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,’ John 
3,16. When this ‘‘mystery without controversy great’’ was beheld 
in heaven, the summons went forth: ‘‘Praise ye the Lord. Praise 
ye the Lord from the heavens: praise Him in the heights. Praise 
ye Him, all His angels: praise ye Him, all His hosts,’’ Ps. 148, 1. 2. 

Not only faithful believers in the ancient promises of God had 
wearily waited through centuries of toil and sorrow for the day of 
Christ, had groaned in spirit: ‘‘I have waited for Thy salvation, 
O Lord,’’ Gen. 49, 18, but angels in heaven had watched eagerly 
for this event. Peter declares that ‘‘the things which are now re- 
ported unto you by them which have preached the Gospel unto 
you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven’ are ‘‘things 
which the angels desire to look into,’ 1 Pet. 1,12. They have 
bent forward with intensest interest to note the wonderful way in 
which God proposed to save the world. God’s plan of salvation 
had been a mystery not only to men, but also to angels. Therefore 
Paul states that he had been sent ‘‘to preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see what is 
the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God,’’ not only that men might know, but, 
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he proceeds, ‘‘to the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places,’’ 7. e., to the holy and mighty angels, 
““might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God,”’ 
Eph. 3, 8—11. Not only the beginning, but also the progress of 
the salvation by Christ Jesus is followed throughout the world by 
the wondering and adoring observation of angels. And it is in ac- 
cordance with God’s economy of grace that this should be so. He 
has accorded to angels an interested part in the celebration of the 
nativity of our Lord. 

Angels witnessed man’s degradation. A cherubim was placed 
before the closed gate of Eden. They were made executors of God’s 
anger. Man had been destined to dwell in heaven in the company 
of the holy angels. Man was to have been the angels’ brother, their 
associate in heaven’s bliss. That had been the original plan. This 
plan was thwarted by man’s folly. And the angels were aware that 
their intended brother in glory had lost God’s favor, had fallen from 
his high estate. Angels were present at the giving of the Law on 
Mount Sinai, Acts 7,53. They witnessed the establishment of the 
first covenant, that ‘‘yoke upon the neck’’ of Israel, Acts 15, 10. 
In the Holy Night ‘‘the yoke of our burden, the staff of our shoul- 
der, the rod of our oppressor’’ was broken; for ‘‘unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon 
His shoulder,”’ 7. e., He shall rule us by bearing our burden; ‘‘and 
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace,’”’ Is. 9, 4.6. Again 
those heavenly witnesses appear, now witnesses and proclaimers of 
our fortune and elevation. They crowd the space above the manger 
in unnumbered multitude; the air as far as the shepherds’ eyes can 
see is filled with the heavenly host, and from their hearts and lips 
bursts forth the swelling chorus: ‘‘Glory to God in the highest!’ 
Theirs is the privilege to become the first messengers to men of the 
joy of salvation. They rejoice with pure, unselfish joy that their 
brothers have been reclaimed from sin and sorrow, that the cher- 
ubim may quit his post at Eden’s gate, that paradise has been 
thrown wide open, and that from the earth on which the curse of 
God fell, saved sinners, blessing their eyes for having seen God’s 
salvation, shall rise to the abode originally prepared for them, Luke 
2, 29 if. 

Thus is the nativity of our Lord celebrated by heaven’s host. 
And this celebration continues. Angels are interested not only in 
the salvation of mankind in general, but also in the salvation of in- 
dividual men. They are “all ministering spirits sent forth to min- 
ister for them who shall be heirs of salvation,” Hebr. 1, 14. They 
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watch how the tidings of great joy are received by men, wherever 
they are proclaimed. They watch whether the world’s Christmas 
becomes the personal Christmas of each sinner, as he penitently . 
and believingly turns to his incarnate Redeemer. ‘‘There is joy,’’ 
says Christ, ‘‘in the presence of the angels over one sinner that re- 
penteth.’’ The holy angels are present with us to-day; their song 
points you to the Savior that is born unto you; they are watching 
how you receive the Gospel of His birth. If you claim Him to-day 
as your own by faith, if Christ born for you two thousand years ago 
becomes this morning Christ born in you, their song goes up again: 
‘‘Glory to God in the highest!” 


II. 

And this, after all, is the one great object why we celebrate 
Christmas. This annually recurring festival is gladly observed that 
we may render due homage to our Redeemer God, and renew and 
reaffirm the claims of our faith upon His gracious bounty. 

The Child in Mary’s lap enters this world as the Harbinger of 
peace. He is the Prince of peace, Is. 9,6. He came to make peace 
by the blood of His cross, Col. 1,20. His first sovereign manifesto 
through His heavenly messengers to the world was: ‘‘ Peace on 
earth, good will toward men!’’ Peace in Christ, that is Heaven’s 
Christmas gift to the world. A precious boon! 

But what kind of peace and good will has He brought? The 
domains of the Roman Caesar were in His days basking in peace 
political. A golden age seemed to have dawned for the world. 
Craft and commerce, arts and letters were prospering apace. But 
it was gilded misery. Underneath this skin-deep happiness there 
was doubt, remorse, fearful compunction of conscience, dread of 
doom, and despair. Men were then, as they are now, and will ever 
be in their natural state of wickedness, at war with God. And the 
wicked have no peace, Is. 48, 22. The old enmity, begun with the 
first transgression in paradise, was still raging, and every carnal 
mind still bade defiance to the holy and just Law of God, in the 
spirit of its rebellious ancestor. God’s commandments made men 
angry; for they argued man’s utter inability to reach the divine 
standard of perfection, and threatened men with merited punish- 
ments. The appearance of God incarnate among men of this stamp 
—what construction could men put on it but this, that He was 
come to destroy? But hark! ‘‘Peace on earth, good will toward 
men!’’ His messengers cry before Him. What men could not have 
purchased, what they never sought, what they are too proud to 
crave as suppliants and reluctant even to believe, that God Him- 
self, of His own accord, prompted by nothing but His overwhelm- 
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ing love, brings and offers and consigns to them freely, without 
money, without price, without prayer, without condition. A genu- 
ine, true Christmas gift! Peace and pardon, all-sufficient favor is 
bestowed upon the world in and with the Manger Child, because 
this Child is come to impersonate, so to speak, the world. He as- 
sumes the burden of its sin. He offers Himself as the victim for the 
punishment of its transgressions. His doing and dying are for sin, 
yet without sin. The curse due the guilty is fallen upon a blame- 
less being and is being executed upon it instead of the real male- 
factors. This is sufficient for the world’s peace with God. God is 
reconciled by the sacrifice of His Son. The heart of God goes out 
to this world, full of compassion, good will, benevolence. God | 
loves these wicked men on earth, for whom His Son came on earth 

on Christmas night to save them. God raises no charge against 

them; for He is at peace with them in Christ. And they are, each 

for himself, at peace with God and resting in His lap of mercy the 

moment they believe God’s own statement from heaven by the lips 

of angels: ‘‘Peace on earth, good will toward men!”’ 

On the basis of these ‘‘good news from heaven’’ this congrega- . 
tion proposes to itself and to all who have come to worship here this 
morning to celebrate the nativity of our Lord. Rich or poor, beg- 
gar or prince, the wise and the simple, the strong and the feeble, 
sinner and saint in every land under the sun are to-day adoring the 
‘“‘mystery of godliness, without controversy great: God was mani- 
fest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached 
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory,”’ 
1 Tim. 3, 16. We take our places among them: we claim share 
and portion in the heritage of Christ. He is our greatest gift, and 
our imperishable portion. It is His mercy that makes this day 
worth celebrating, this life worth living to us. ‘‘The life which 
we now live in the flesh we live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved us and gave Himself for us,’ Gal. 2,20. In His service, 
with the peace of the Holy Night which the angels sang in our 
hearts, bearing good will to all men, we wish to bear the tidings 
from Bethlehem to others, that the world of the saved may know, 
believe, and follow the Savior of the world. 


All glory be to God on high, 
Who hath our race befriended! 

To us no harm shall now come nigh, 
The strife at last is ended; 

God showeth His good will to men, 

And peace shall reign on earth again; 
O thank Him for His goodness! 


Amen. , D. 
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Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Third Sunday in Advent. 
Marr, 11, 2—10. 

Very many, perhaps the majority, of mankind are offended at 
the lowly and humble form of Jesus of Nazareth, and for this reason 
refuse to accept Him as the promised Messiah and Savior of the 
world. (Jews of the present day.) Even Christians at times tor- 
mented by doubt. Yea, men even seek to excuse their unbelief and 
rejection of Jesus of Nazareth. All excuses are vain. 


WHY THOSE WHO REFUSE TO ACCEPT JESUS OF NAZARETH AS 
THE PROMISED MESSIAH ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE. 


I. Because the works and words of Jesus prove Him to be the 
promised Messiah. 
II. Because the appearance of John the Baptist proves Jesus as 
such. 
1 


Occasion of our text. (Comp. Stoeckhardt, B. G., N. T., 
p. 110.) The question to be answered was this: ‘‘Art Thou 
He,”’ etc., v. 3. Jesus answers this question by referring the 
questioners to His works and words, v. 4. In these His claims to 
the Messiahship must be established, or they remain mere claims 
without foundation in fact. 

a. The works of Jesus prove His claim. «. According to Old 
Testament prophecies the Messiah was to perform great signs and 
miracles; cf. Is. 35, 4—6. #. In Christ, in Jesus of Nazareth, 
Mary’s son, the carpenter’s son, in this lowly, humble, unassuming 
person we find this Scripture fulfilled, v.5; cf. Luke 7, 21: & &xeivn 
77 öpa. Jesus was busily engaged in miracles when that delega- 
tion waited on Him, busy doing the works foretold of the Messiah. 
He had performed many before already, e. g., the cleansing of the 
leper, Matt. 8, 1—4, the healing of the centurion’s servant, Luke 7, 
1—10, and, greatest of all, had called back to life the widow’s son, 
Luke 7, 12 ff. These and many other miracles prove Jesus of Naza- 
reth to be the one of whom the prophets had spoken, the promised 
Messiah, the Son of God, and Savior of the world. Therefore, no 
excuse. 

b. The words of Jesus prove Him to be the promised Messiah. 
a, It was foretold in the Old Testament that it should be one of the 
works of the Messiah to preach the Gospel, Is. 61, 1—3; 40, 11. 
ß. This also fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, v. 5b. ‘‘The poor’? = 
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the poor in spirit; ‘‘the meek,’’ publicans and sinners. These poor 
in spirit, as a rule, were those who were poor also in this world’s 
goods. To them Jesus preached the Gospel, Matt. 11,28. What 
was that Gospel? That in Him God is gracious unto sinners and 
receives them into heaven, John 3, 16.—This Gospel is a hidden 
mystery to man, Gal. 1,11. Rom. 16, 25. Eph. 3, 5 ff. Col. 1, 26. 
Man of himself knows nothing of it; cf. Acts 17, 18. But Jesus 
of Nazareth preached this Gospel, and preached it from His own 
personal knowledge, John 1,18. This again proves Him to be the 
one in whom all prophecies of the Old Testament are fulfilled, the 
promised Messiah and Savior of the world. Hence, no one has an 
excuse for not accepting Him. 


II. 


a. God had not only given promise of the Messiah, He had 
also made provision that His people should be able to recognize 
Messiah when He would appear. a. Various signs should announce 
the proximity of the Desideratus gentium, e. g., a universal com- 
motion of the nations on earth, Hagg.2, 7. This was brought about 
by the census taken in the days of Herod, which caused a com- 
motion of the räsa olxovuuevn. (Theol. Quart., III, 194.) The fulfill- 
ment of this prophecy alone should have caused Israel to expect 
the promised Savior. #. But God had given a more definite sign. 
A forerunner, a harbinger, was to precede the Lord immediately, 
and was to prepare the way before the Lord, Mal. 3,1. But how 
was Israel to recognize this forerunner? He was minutely described, 
his person as well as his preaching, by the prophets, Is. 40, 3. 
When this forerunner had appeared, then, immediately after him, 
would Messiah, ‘‘the Messenger of the covenant,’’ come to His 
temple, Mal. 3, 1: 0893; Engl. Bible: ‘‘suddenly;’’ Gesenius: 
augenblicklich, plötzlich. Therefore every well-informed Israelite 
could know, when the harbinger appeared the Messiah also was 
come. 

b. This prophecy of the forerunner was fulfilled in John the 
Baptist. John himself testifies to this fact on a most solemn occa- 
sion and when it would have been to his own temporal interest to 
deny his mission as precursor, John 1, 19—24. Jesus, in our text, 
bears record to the same truth concerning John, v. 10; cf. Luke 
7,27. In fact, the whole appearance and mission of John prove 
him to be that forerunner. He really was in the wilderness, etc. 
John was that messenger. Then Jesus of Nazareth must be the 
promised Messiah, for He publicly appeared after John, or even 
yet contemporaneously with him. Thus, also the appearance of 


* 
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John the Baptist conclusively proves Jesus of Nazareth to be etc. 
Ergo: No one has any excuse for etc. 
Conclusion: Exhortation, v.6. Reject Jesus, and you shall 
perish. Accept Him, and you shall live. 
| THEO.- BUNDENTHAL. 


Fourth Sunday in Advent. 


Joun 1, 19—28. 
We are on the eve of the celebration of the birthday of God 
manifest in the flesh! — The end of Christ’s visible advent two 


thousand years ago will be realized, only. when a spiritual advent 
of Christ, John 14, 21.23. Ps. 132, 13.14. Eph. 2, 17, takes place 
in us. What a solemn responsibility was laid on the Jews when 
Christ came! John1,11. But He came to the world, John 3, 17, a.0. 
We have been busy, in many ways, preparing for to-morrow’s joy. 
Is our heart garnished and ready to receive Him? 


THE QUESTION: “OH, HOW SHALL I RECEIVE THEE?” 
ANSWERED. 

I. You must become very small in your own eyes. 

a. John considers the men who approach him small, sinful 
beings in spite of their worldly greatness and their saintly glamor. 

b. John considers the offers which these men make him small 
in spite of their tempting magnificence. 

ce. John considers himself very small in spite of his high calling, 
Matt, 11, 11: \ 

“All flesh is grass, and all the glory thereof as the flower of the 
field’’ (Is. 40, 6), this truth the crier in the desert, amid the ruined 
grandeur of man’s past glory, had been commissioned to proclaim. 
The trend of all his preaching has been: Man, consider how utterly 
small and worthless art thou and thy doings and thy efforts! 

Humbled, emptied of all self-esteem before God, crushed, our 
dark, dreary heart becomes a fit receptacle for cradling the new- 
born Christ. 

Il. You must make Christ very great in your eyes. 

a. John points to the eternal life of the Child whose earthly 
beginning we make ready to celebrate (‘‘after me — before me!’’). 

b. John points to this Child’s exalted character (‘‘latches of 
whose shoe,’’ etc.). 

c. John points to the grandeur of his mission; ‘‘the way of the 
Lord’’ is directed to the hearts of men. An invisible kingdom in 
the bosom of mortals! D. 
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Sunday after Christmas. 
Luke 2, 34. 

Simeon’s swan-song, v. 29—82, is a genuine Christmas anthem 
breathing joy and gratitude for God’s gift in His Son. But this 
aged saint, being moved by the Holy Ghost, has also uttered words 
of prophecy regarding the future of the Child in his arms. This 
part of his speech breathes awe, and sounds a solemn warning to 
men. He declares, briefly, that the ways of men divide at the 
cradle of Christ; that men must and do take a stand for or against 
this Savior who is to grow up out of His swaddling clothes to ex- 
ecute the eternal counsel of God’s saving grace. — Simeon’s proph- 
ecy is no jarring discord in the tuneful harmonies and the exuber- 
ant joy of every home and every heart during this festival season. 
Our celebration of the nativity of our Lord must not be a pious 
pastime, a saintly play, but a faithful entering into the divine plan 
for our salvation with our whole heart. If we fail in this respect, 
we turn the blessing brought from heaven into a curse. For 


CHRIST IS SET FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MEN. 


I. For their fall; 
II. For their rising again. 


I 

“Is set,’’ this does not cancel universal grace. —<sirat, literally : 
‘He has been laid down,”’ refers to Is. 28, 16. 1 Cor. 3,11. Eph. 
2,20. The cornerstone is laid for the building to rest upon; this is 
its only purpose. It is no fault of the stone nor of the builder, if 
people stumble and fall over it, or are dashed against it. 

“For the fall’? =through unbelief; comp. Is. 28,16: ‘‘he that 
believeth,’’ with Is.8, 14.15; 53,1—8: ‘‘Who hath believed,”’ etc. 
1 Pet. 2, 8: ‘‘at the word, being disobedient.’’ 

“Both the houses of Israel and the inhabitants of Jerusalem’’ 
were offended and snared at Christ who taught among them; He 
was ‘‘spoken against’’ in Galilee and in Judea, Nazareth, and Jeru- 
salem, by the saintly Pharisee and the profligate murderer. His 
claims were contradicted both as regards His person and His work. 
(Hebr. 12, 3.) 

“The thoughts of men’s hearts were revealed.’’ Men followed 
the guidance of their reason, their righteous aspirations, their car- 
nal propensities rather than His teaching. His way and their ways 
divided at the stipulation: ‘‘Repent and believe the Gospel!’’? They 
replied: “‘Away with Him!’’ As the aim and tendency of His teach- 
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ing was being understood, men began to turn from Him, against : 


Him, upon Him. 

The effect: Rom. 11, 7.8: “blinded;” v. 15: “cast away;”’ 
v. 20: ‘‘broken off Reine of unbelief.’’ 2 Cor. 2,16: ‘‘savor of 
death unto death.’’? By its own choice Israel has destroyed itself 
upon the Rock of its salvation. Christ has been their ‘‘fall,’’ and 
is to-day. 

Others besides the Jews in our day stumble at Christ. The 
fictitious Christ, indeed, that is preached in most modern pulpits is 
a very harmless saint; he creates no offense. But the true Christ 
of the Gospel, who claims faith for His divinity and atonement, and 
who proposes to change the hearts and ways of men by His Word, 
always offends men’s reason and men’s lust. Wherever the Gospel 
is truly preached, there will be seen a rising contradiction, often a 
fierce opposition. Both the Pharisees and the lawyers of the present 
generation are leading the uncouth masses against this Rock, and 
are being dashed to perdition upon it one by one. — Yes, by their 
own choice Christ to many, many people is still set for their fall, 
blinding, hardening, and final reprobation. 


EL: 


Simeon also foretold the brighter side of this Child’s future: 
‘“‘He is set for a rising again.’’ A firm foundation for men’s faith, 
hope, and love in His Word, work, and example. No sand, no 
morass, in which no solid footing can be gained. 

On this Rock many took refuge in the days of Christ’s earthly 
sojourn. Publicans, sinners. ‘“The poor have the Gospel preached 
to them,’’ Matt. 11,5. Mark 12, 37: “The common people heard 
Him gladly.’” Simeon and Anna. 

Among Jews and Greeks, high and low, Christ had His follow- 
ers, who trusted in Him, because they had found that He could 
’ save to the uttermost. 

There are men living in our time who are just as determined 
and outspoken in behalf of Christ, as infidels are fierce in their de- 
nunciation of Him. The word of the cross is become a ‘‘savor of 
life unto life,’’ “‘the power of God and the wisdom of God,’’ 1 Cor. 
1, 24. These have found 1 Cor. 1, 30. 

If ever light, comfort, courage fail you, flee to the Rock! If 
temptations cause you to slip or sink, cling to the Rock by which 
you may rise again! D. 


